
      The disciples came to [Jesus] and asked,  

“Why do you speak to the people in parables?”   

Matthew 13:10 

 

      Through my years of parenting, I have heard and read that 

regularly asking your children “why” questions is not a very good 

approach to raising them.  When you think it about it, “why” 

questions are more about our own expressions of frustrations, anger and fear.  Why did you color on 

the wall in your room?  Why did you say that to your brother?  Why did you climb on the roof?  Why are you failing 

Social Studies?  Do you see what I mean? “Why” questions are more about what we want to know 

than about what really is going on with the other person. 

      Last week, Pastor Amy beautifully began a new sermon sub-series on the parables in 

Matthew’s Gospel called Parables:  Ears to Hear.  The first parable recorded in Matthew is 

immediately followed by the above “why” question from Jesus’ disciples. This certainly was not 

the first time they had heard Jesus speak in a parable. I wonder if this “why” question was in 

fact rooted in their own frustration, anger and fear that they were not going to “get it” or to 

understand Jesus. 

      One of the realities of 21st Century life in the USA is that often we want things now, 

preferably handed to us on a proverbial silver platter and even be spoon fed from it.  One of the 

MANY things that the parables of Jesus teach us is that in the kingdom of God, the ways of 

Jesus will not be spoon fed to us. They must be asked for, sought and found. In fact, the 

pathway to finding is an open, teachable and soft heart. 

      I wonder if an intentional, disciplined effort on our part to stop asking “why” questions of 

God’s Word would further soften our hearts to be receptive, truly, to what God is saying to 

us.  I wonder if questions such as, “God, what are you saying to me though this passage?” or 

“How do you want me to respond and put this passage into practice?” would free our hearts 

from our own agendas to a life of deeper connection with God.  This shift from “why” 

questions to “what” and “how” questions may seem subtle, but I believe that it is a necessary 

shift and will be fruitful for us all as we go about our mission of raising up deeply devoted 

disciples of Jesus (including ourselves).  What do you think?       


